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John Flynn / Singer-Songwriter                            


ARTIST  BIO  (50 words)

John writes powerful songs of humanity and hope.  His dynamic performances are known for their disarming honesty and humor.  Of Flynn’s latest CD, Two Wolves, Chris Spector of Midwest Record Recap writes “Flynn might well be one of the greatest hidden treasures the Americana axis has to discover and offer.”
ARTIST  BIO  (125 words)

Songwriter and activist John Flynn calls himself a “hopeful pessimist”.  
The pessimism comes from an honest clear-eyed assessment of the condition of the world we live in.  The hope comes from a deep-rooted faith in the beauty and resilience of the human spirit.  In an artist of Flynn’s caliber, the tension inherent in these seemingly contradictory points of view yields the kind of songs that moved Kris Kristofferson to compare Flynn to the best writers he knows, and Ramblin’ Jack Elliott to boast “John Flynn is the John Lennon of the plasma generation!”  
Of Flynn’s new CD, Two Wolves, Chris Spector of Midwest Record Recap writes “Flynn might well be one of the greatest hidden treasures the Americana axis has to discover and offer.”

  
John Flynn writes from the heart.  His powerful, memorable songs and live performances are known for their straightforward honesty and disarming humor.  He is not just singing to us, he is singing of us.
John began writing professionally in 1980 after graduating from Temple University with a degree in political science.  He intended to study law, but a brief sojourn to Nashville’s Music Row led to a change of plans.  A publishing contract with Combine Music, and a Billboard Magazine Top Forty country recording of his song “Rainbows and Butterflies” by Epic recording artist, Billy Swan (“I Can Help”) convinced John to settle in Nashville and write.

Flynn’s writing, however, proved too introspective and poetic for country music.  One early hit notwithstanding, he eventually concluded that the only category he wanted his songs to fit neatly into was the one called “From the Heart”.  Despite, or perhaps because of this, John’s songs have been recorded by a wide range of artists, from Chris LeDoux to Full Frontal Folk.  
In the early 90’s, Flynn returned to his native Philadelphia where his first self-released CDs began to receive extensive airplay by AAA radio giant, WXPN.  A standing ovation for his first main stage appearance at the 1995 Philadelphia Folk Festival cemented John’s reputation as a dynamic original contemporary folk artist.  
During these years, songs Flynn wrote for his four children became the basis of two highly acclaimed family CDs.  These garnered Flynn repeat appearances on the Peabody Award-winning children’s radio program “Kid’s Corner”, the American Library Association’s Notable Recording Award, and an ever increasing number of requests to visit and perform at schools.  He continues to perform hugely popular assemblies and conduct creative writing workshops.  
John Flynn (1997, Sliced Bread Records) was produced by Grammy winner Ben Wisch.  It yielded John critical acclaim and a national top-fifteen slot on the Americana charts.  A live album followed that showcased not only Flynn’s songwriting, but his growing gifts as a performer and entertainer as well.
In the new millennium, John Flynn, has begun to speak and write on political and social justice issues.  On Dragon (2004, MettaFour Records) he again teamed with producer Ben Wisch.  It features backing vocals by Kris Kristofferson.  Dragon was among the twenty most played albums in folk music in 2004.  It continues to receive extensive international airplay.  One track from the CD, “Angel Dawson,” was included in the 2005 season finale of the CBS network television show Joan of Arcadia
.  
John continues his journey with his newest release, Two Wolves (2006, MettaFour Records), produced by Ben Wisch.  John has never before put the pieces together with the insight reflected on this CD.  The wonder of this album is that it speaks to listeners as if it had emerged from their own inner world.  Here are songs of faith, songs of hope, songs that measure our tolerance for hypocrisy and our capacity for savoring the pleasures of love.  With subtle metaphor and the plain poetry of common speech, with simple incantation and snapshot imagery, these songs convey essential messages, wrapped like gifts in the colors of music.  Two Wolves is receiving excellent reviews.  It was included on several 2006 individual DJ Top 10 lists and was number thirty overall for 2006 on the Folk DJ List.
Arlo Guthrie invited John to join his “Train to New Orleans” tour in 2005.  Arlo says, “More than just a good song writer, performer, or guitar player, John Flynn is a friend because he actually does the kinds of things to help make the world a little better.”  Profoundly affected by the city and circumstance, John wrote the searing “The Passunder (New Orleans).”  It will be featured in an upcoming documentary concerning New Orleans and Katrina.  
John continues to tour extensively, playing festivals, theaters, churches, coffeehouses, and house concerts.  Presented simply, with an old Martin D-28 and harmonica, John’s compelling songs, strong voice and open hearted approach to his audiences are turning strangers into believers, and believers into friends.

�I am not sure if TV shows should be in italics or not. Same comment goes for “Kid’s Corner” above. Dick


�I am not sure what is proper these days, but I was always taught to separate sentences with 2 spaces after the period.  Six were already that way, so for consistency I made the other 28 or so the same.


Also, to be consistent, titles of publications (and CDs) should be in italics, while song titles should be in “parenthesis”.  


Also, there is a fair amount of space at the top and bottom.  Would it be better to have it all on one page?





THESE ARE MY COMMENTS ONLY, NOT HERMETTA’S, SO BETTER LET HER COMMENT ALSO!   Dick





Booking  Information:                                                                                                                                   Cathy Woolsey    TshirtCathy@johnflynn.net   (772) 528-1534    8625 70th Ave.  Vero Beach, FL 32967    

